The Altavista Planning Commission held a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, February 6, 2012 in the Council Chambers at 5:00 PM.
Members present	-	Jerry Barbee, Chairman
				Bill Ferguson
				Laney Thompson
				Tim Wagner
				John Woodson
Also present		-	Dan Witt

The agenda was reviewed and approved as presented. A motion was made by Mr. Ferguson and seconded by Mrs. Thompson. All members were in favor with none opposing. 

The minutes from the January 3, 2012 meeting were reviewed and approved as presented. A motion was made by Mr. Ferguson and seconded by Mr. Woodson. All members were in favor with none opposing. 

Mr. Witt presented a draft of the annual report for the Commission’s review and discussion.  Once approved, the report will be presented to the Town Council on the evening of February 14, 2012. Chairman Barbee asked for suggestions from the members for any corrections or changes to the report but he also asked what key items needed to be pointed out to Council.  (Attached)

Chairman Barbee asked staff to correct the 2011 Work Plan review and Comp Plan review so that the dates were consistent for the adoption date of the new zoning ordinance, November 2011.  Mr. Witt reported that the document was adopted in October, 2011 but the old ordinance was not repealed.  So it was readopted in November 2011 and the other ordinance was repealed.  

Chairman Barbee said that he is going to comment on the zoning ordinance rewrite and how many meetings were held in 2011 when he makes his presentation to Council.

The Comprehensive Plan review will be presented to Council by Chairman Barbee with the goal of presenting the progress on action plans delegated to the Commission.    Chairman Barbee reviewed those action plans with the Commissioners.    

Mr. Witt stated that Pittsylvania County was having a public hearing tonight at 7:00PM to consider rerouting trucks going to Dominion’s Plant in Hurt. Their proposed routes would bring trucks through Town on Route 43, 7th Street, and Main Street to Pittsylvania Avenue.  The current problem was created by an earlier decision in Pittsylvania County to limit trucks on another road.  
  
The meeting was adjourned at 5:40PM

_____________________________________ 			________________________________
Jerry Barbee, Chairman						Dan Witt, Assistant Town Manager
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Town of Altavista Planning Commission
510 Seventh Street, PO Box 420
Altavista, VA 24517
(434) 369-5001 phone (434) 369-4369 fax

February 14, 2012

Dear Council Members,

The Altavista Planning Commission respectfully submits the attached annual report for its 2011 activities.  

The first part of the report contains an overview of the meetings conducted and attended by the members of the Planning Commission in 2011.  This is followed by a summary of the progress made on the 2011 Work Plan.  The third section contains a summary of the monthly meetings; the final section is the work plan the Commissioners have developed for themselves for 2012.  Attached is the review the Planning Commissioners completed on the goals, objectives and action plans for the Comprehensive Plan.   

Annual Report 

Summary of meetings in 2011: 

· A total of 20 meetings: 
· Regular- 11
· Called- 1
· Joint work session- 4 (with the Zoning Rewrite Steering Committee and 2 of the 3 were scheduled during regular monthly meetings.  1 was with Town Council (August 17) to discuss the Zoning Ordinance)
· Council public hearings- 2  
· 6  Public Hearings
1. February 28- VEPCO SUP amendment hearing  
2. April 4– Zoning Ordinance Update hearing
Rezoning of certain properties on 8th & 9th Street
Rezoning of certain properties on 3rd & 5th Street 
3. June 6 – Rezoning of certain properties on 8th Street
4. December 5 – Andy Mattox SUP   

The Planning Commission Work Plan Progress Report:

The 2011 Work Plan Review is listed below and includes the progress for each task listed:

1. Continue to work with staff and consultant to complete the review and revise the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.  This will include the development of a Planned Use Development and update to the Zoning Map with plans to complete the project by Spring, 2011. 

The Planning Commission had public hearings in May 2011 and recommended adoption of the draft Zoning Ordinance and the rezoning of certain parcels on 8th, 9th, 3rd and 4th Streets.  The Commission participated in a joint work session with Town Council in August.  The ordinance was adopted in November as were the zoning changes.   Effective date of the ordinance is January 1, 2012 and the zoning changes went into effect immediately upon adoption.  
     
2. Conduct public hearings regarding Special Use Permit applications and other matters requiring hearings.  

A total of 6 public hearings were conducted during 2011and all were acted on in a timely manner with recommendations to Town Council.  

3. Review the recently adopted Comp Plan and begin work on items assigned to the Planning Commission.      

The Commission reviewed the Comp Plan at its November meeting and has drafted a progress report for Town Council. 

4. Respond to requests by Town Council. 

The Commission participated in a joint work session related to the zoning rewrite and also worked on additional items related to the ordinance as requested by Council (family definition and civil penalties)  

Summary of monthly meetings:

January:  Elected officers for 2011, Jerry Barbee, Chairman and Tim Wagner, Vice Chairman.  The work continued on the draft zoning ordinance during the three meeting held in January.  Work on the details of each section was tedious but necessary.  

February:  Conducted a public hearing for VEPCO SUP amendment and drafted a recommendation to Town Council.  

March & April: Detailed work continued on the draft zoning ordinance during this meeting.

May: Conducted 3 public hearings related to the draft zoning ordinance and rezoning of certain parcels on 8th, 9th, 3rd and 4th Streets.  Staff and Commission drafted the recommendations to Town Council.    

June:  Public hearing for certain parcels on 8th Street as there was an error in last month’s newspaper ad.   
 
July: No meeting scheduled as there were no matters to bring before the Commission.   
  
August:  Joint work session with Town Council to discuss the draft zoning ordinance and rezoning of certain parcels.  Council requested that the Commission research definition for ‘family’ and also consider civil penalties and bring back a recommendation.  
 
September: Drafted new wording with the assistance of staff and Town Attorney, and made recommendations to Council for definition of ‘family’ and new language for ‘civil penalties.’     

October & November: Began process of reviewing progress on the Town’s Comp Plan for a report to Council. 
December: Conducted a public hearing for SUP application for Andy Mattox.  Commission made a recommendation to approve to application Council.    

Planning Commission 2012 Work Plan

1. Conduct regular business of the Commission such as public hearings, Special Use Permit applications and other planning related matters.  
2. Actively work on Comp Plan goals assigned to the Planning Commission.
3. Respond to requests by Town Council. 
4. Periodically review the newly adopted zoning ordinance for sections that may need to be amended, corrected, or deleted. 
5. Review and reconsider design guidelines for DRO and other primary corridors.
6. Continue to monitor uranium mining as it relates to land use and environmental uses.  

As the Planning Commission is an advisory board, if the Council members would like to add any items to the work plan, please provide this request to the Chairman, Mr. Jerry Barbee.  
 
Thank you for the continued opportunity to serve the Town of Altavista Town Council and its citizens.    


_Jerry Barbee ____				February 14, 2012_
Jerry Barbee,					Date 
Planning Commission Chairman      
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