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Tuesday, May 26, 2015  
 

 
5:00 PM Council Work Session 

1. Call to Order 

2. Agenda Amendments/Approval 

3. Public Comments –Agenda Items Only 

4. Introductions and Special Presentations 

5. Items Contingent for the Regular Meeting 

a. Nuisance Property – 806 12th Street 
 

6. Items Scheduled for the Regular Meeting Agenda 

a. Delinquent Water & Sewer Accounts Proposed Write-Offs 

7. Public Comments – Comments are limited to three (3) minutes per speaker. 

8. Closed Session 

9. Adjournment 

NEXT SCHEDULED REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING:    TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Town of Altavista 
 

Town Council  
Work Session Agenda 

J.R. “Rudy” Burgess Town Hall 
510 7th Street 

Altavista, VA  24517 

Notice to comply with Americans with Disabilities Act:  Special assistance is available for disabled persons addressing Town Council. 
Efforts will be made to provide adaptations or accommodations based on individual needs of qualified individuals with disability, 
provided that reasonable advance notification has been received by the Town Clerk’s Office.  For assistance, please contact the Town 
Clerk’s Office, Town of Altavista, 510 Seventh Street, Altavista, VA  24517 or by calling (434) 369-5001. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to participate in your Town Council meeting.  The Mayor and Members of Council invite and 
encourage you to attend whenever possible because good government depends on the interest and involvement of citizens. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Meeting Agenda Item 5a 
Town of Altavista, Virginia 

Work Session Agenda Form 
 

Meeting Date:  May 26, 2015 
 
 

Agenda Item:  Nuisance Property – 806 12th Street 
 
Summary:  The Town has been corresponding with the owner (Ms. Edna Davis) for several months 
in regard to her intent for the property.   At this point, she has indicated a willingness to sign the deed 
to her property over to the Town.    
 
Council Discussion:   Council is requested to direct staff on this item. 
 
Staff Evaluation:  Based on Council’s discussion at their January 27th Work Session (minutes 
excerpts attached), it appears that there is a willingness to accept the deed, tear down the structure 
and attempt to sell the property to recoup the demolition costs. 
 
Budget/Funding:  Demolition Costs estimated at $10,000. 
 
Legal Evaluation: The Town Attorney will be available to address legal issues. 
 
Staff Recommendations:   Proceed with acceptance of the deed from Ms. Davis and receiving bids 
for the demolition of the property. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Council Report from Staff (May 26, 2015); Minute Excerpts from January 27, 2015 Town 
Council Work Session;  Council Report from Staff for January 27th Work Session with 
support materials; and Letter to Ms. Davis (January 28, 2015) 

 
Council Recommendations: 
 
   Additional Work Session  Regular Meeting      No Action 

Consensus Poll on Action  ____(Aye)  ____(Nay) 

 



Council Report        May 26, 2015 
 
Regarding Property: Nuisance Property 806 12th Street  Parcel ID Number: 83A-11- 58- 4 
 
Owner: Edna Davis      
  

Packet Contents:  
1. January 28, 2015 follow-up letter to Ms. Davis 
2. January 27,2015 Council memo from Dan Witt 
3. Original letter to Ms. Davis dated January 2, 2015  

 
Overview: 
 

After the letter dated January 28th staff was contacted by Ms. Davis who stated that she was willing to 
sign the deed to her property over to the Town or Altavista Area Campbell County Habitat for Humanity.  
Staff contacted Habitat on several occasions and did not receive a response until April 28th.  David 
Shreve apologized for not responding sooner but he said Habitat would only be interested in the lot if it 
were cleared of the house containing the asbestos, at a cost of at least $10,000, then donated to them. 
 
In addition to the nuisance structure, staff recently sent out a grass notice to Ms. Davis who called and 
responded that she was still willing to sign the deed over to the Town.  She implied that she had no 
interest in maintaining the property.  Ms. Davis believes that because she has offered the property to 
the Town she no longer has any responsibility for it.     

 
 Request: 
 
Staff is seeking guidance from Council as this circumstance has not been encountered in any of the 
nuisance properties dealt with to date.  The house, gutted by fire needs to be boarded up and/or 
demolished and removed and the grass has not been mowed this year.  Based on the response from Ms. 
Davis she is not likely to pay any fees assessed for boarding up or mowing and taking out a lien against 
the property does not carry any weight as she is willing to donate the property to the Town.   
 
Please advise how you would like staff to handle this matter.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTE EXCERPTS FROM THE JANUARY 27, 2015 ALTAVISTA TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

 
a) Discussion of  Possible Declaration of Public Nuisance-806 12th Street 

 
Mr. Witt advised he has presented a report to Council on the nuisance property at 
806 12th Street and also discussed the matter with the town attorney.  He stated 
this was a very unique situation with the property owner.  He noted in the past the 
property maintenance committee has looked at blighted houses and had them 
removed from the community.   He advised this house was gutted by fire in 
March 2014, it was insured, and the property owner received a settlement check.   
Once she determined the amount of the check would not cover the repairs, the 
insurance check was spent, leaving the home a nuisance to the neighborhood.  In 
August 2014 Campbell County Building Inspections posted a warning on the 
house stating it was a danger and unfit for habitation.  He advised based on the 
code he can have her board up the home or he can board up the home and charge 
her the fees.  He noted in the past the town has financed the demolition of houses 
interest free for a period of three years. Mr. Witt advised due to the asbestos 
siding the demolition cost is $10,000.  He noted the property owner is interest in 
donating the property to Habitat for Humanity and is making application to them 
for consideration of building a new home on her lot.  If Habitat builds on her 
property the town would lose any equity for a loan.  He asked for direction from 
Council.   
Mayor Mattox stated staff’s recommendation is to board up the house, wait to see 
if Habitat is interested and then readdress if it has to be removed.   
 
Mr. Higginbotham questioned the assessed value. 
 
Mr. Witt advised the land is assessed at $12,000. 
 
Mrs. Brumfield questioned the number of estimates. 
 
Mr. Witt advised he would secure additional estimates but thus far Mr. Brooks 
has been the cheapest.  He noted he would give the property owner the 
opportunity to board the house up and after a given timeframe; he will have it 
boarded.   
 
Mr. Higginbotham felt it should be removed. 
 
Mr. Coggsdale asked how the town would recoup their money. 
 
Mr. Higginbotham stated there would be a tax lien on the property. 
 
Mr. Eller stated if the property owner conveys the land to the town then it would 
not be a tax sale.  
 
Mayor Mattox stated he is hearing more estimates are needed, wait on a response 
from Habitat and see if the property owner will convey the property to the town.   



MINUTE EXCERPTS FROM THE JANUARY 27, 2015 ALTAVISTA TOWN COUNCIL WORK SESSION 
 

 
Mr. Edwards felt staff should avoid the boarding up aspect because it is blight on 
everyone.  
 
Mayor Mattox stated staff will investigate the options, look at the three 
possibilities, see if the landowner is willing to convey the property to the town 
and the house can be torn down. 
 
Mrs. Dalton questioned if the Town would in turn give the property to Habitat. 
 
Mr. Higginbotham stated the town would try to sell to recoup the monies spent. 
 

 























 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

January 28, 2015 
 
 

Edna Davis 
806 12th Street 
Altavista, VA 24517 
 

Follow-up Letter  
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DECLARE PUBLIC NUISANCE 

 
Dear Ms. Davis,  
 
Town Council considered this matter at their January 27, 2015 work session.  While they 
were sympathetic to your situation they directed staff to provide the following 
information: 
 

• It is apparent that the property at 806 12th Street, Parcel ID #83A-11-58-4 in the 
Town of Altavista is a danger to the public and as such must be boarded up so 
that it is not accessible to the public.  This means that any first floor doors or 
windows that are open, broken out, or not locked must be boarded up using 
plywood or a similar building material.  This must be completed within 14 days 
from receipt of this letter or approximately by February 13, 2015.  
   

• Secondly, Town Council realized that boarding up the structure is only a 
temporary fix for the property and they requested that I have another 
conversation with you about your plans for the property.  The two primary 
options appear to be having the structure rehabilitated or having it demolished. 

 
• I did receive an estimate for having your house demolished, $10,000.  I realize 

this is more than double the price I told you but it was discovered that all of the 
siding on your house is asbestos.  This will require professional care to have it 
removed and there is only one land fill in our area that will accept the material.  I 

 

~ 

  



have been instructed to get a second estimate for demolition of the house but as I 
told Town Council, Mr. Brooks has been the cheapest price for all the prior 
demolition projects.   

 
• You told me that all the insurance money you received has been spent.  That 

being the case, Council is willing to consider paying for the demolition of the 
structure; however, they would require that you convey the parcel (land/lot) to 
the Town which would be offered for sale as a way to recoup the cost of 
demolition.   

 
I would like to meet with you to discuss these matters so please contact me to schedule a 
convenient time.  If you have any questions regarding the measures outlined in this letter 
you may contact me at the Altavista Town Hall via phone at 369-5001.    
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Daniel Witt  
Assistant Town Manager        
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Meeting Agenda Item 6a 
Town of Altavista, Virginia 

Work Session Agenda Form 
 

Meeting Date:  May 26, 2015 
 
 

Agenda Item:  Request to Write Off Delinquent Water and Sewer Accounts 
 
Summary:  Each year staff requests that delinquent water and sewer accounts which are over five 
years old be written off.    
 
Council Discussion:   Council is requested to direct staff on this item. 
 
Staff Evaluation:  Based on past actions by Council, staff requests that the attached listing of 
delinquent water and sewer accounts be written off. 
 
Budget/Funding:  N/A 
 
Legal Evaluation: The Town Attorney will be available to address legal issues. 
 
Staff Recommendations:   Authorize that this item be placed on the Regular Meeting’s Consent 
Agenda to be approved for the attached list of delinquent water and sewer accounts to be written off. 
 
Attachments: 

• Memo from Staff regarding Water/Sewer Account Write Offs with list of accounts 
 
 

Council Recommendations: 
 
   Additional Work Session  Regular Meeting      No Action 

Consensus Poll on Action  ____(Aye)  ____(Nay) 

 



 

DATE:  May 21, 2015 

MEMO TO: Waverly Coggsdale 

FROM:  Tobie Shelton 

RE:  Delinquent Water and Sewer Accounts 

Attached is a listing of delinquent water and sewer accounts which are over five years old.  Our 
efforts to collect the delinquent billings have been unsuccessful.  Annually we request Council 
to consider writing off and adjusting our financial records. 
 
We have twenty-two accounts over five years old totaling $1,683.18.   
 
I respectfully request Council’s approval to write-off.  We would like to clear these outstanding 
invoices within the current fiscal year.  
 
Thank You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PROPOSED WRITE-OFF 
 

DELINQUENT WATER & SEWER ACCOUNTS 
 

May 26, 2015 
 
ACCOUNTS OVER FIVE YEARS OLD 
 
Name        Date Account Closed      Amount Past Due 
Scottie Booker    January 25, 2010    $     13.25 
Crystal Nichols Bradley   December 09, 2009    $     17.40 
Calvin Chidester   January 22, 2010    $   222.66 
Michael D. Clay    May 8, 2009     $   105.48 
James Cox    May 11, 2009     $     46.78 
Teresa Cox    October 14, 2009    $     82.16 
Stacy Crews    May 18, 2009     $     86.29 
Holiday Inn Express   May 27, 2008     $   331.88 
Tunishia Motley    May 3, 2010     $     10.75 
Andrew Palaisa    June 8, 2009     $   217.63 
Anthony Paramore   October 2, 2009    $     23.52 
Sharon Primerano   September 14, 2009    $     13.25 
Thomasine Shanks   May 4, 2010     $   160.56 
Cassie Stapleberg   January 12, 2010    $     40.48 
Chris Tomlin    July 27, 2009     $     50.52 
Shirley Tucker    September 14, 2009    $     58.88 
Andrea Waller    November 6, 2009    $     36.50 
Larry Webber    November 6, 2009    $     45.88 
Jeremy Weeks    October 26, 2009    $       5.48 
Wild Mustang Saloon   September 4, 2009    $     13.25 
Amanda Wood    February 3, 2010    $     58.58 
Lonnie & Jennifer Woodson  September 4, 2009    $     42.00 
         
GRAND TOTAL          $1,683.18 
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